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Dear Ms O’Brien and Mr Mikulka, 

On behalf of the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES Secretariat), let me begin by wishing you and your colleagues a 
happy and healthy new year. 

We would like to respond to three communications that we received from you on 18 December 
2008, 15 January 2009 and 19 January 2009, respectively. They are addressed in order of their 
receipt. 

Information on the impact of the UN Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the 
Sea 

The CITES Secretariat was not able to participate in any of the meetings of the Consultative 
Process due to limited human and financial resources. We provided written input regarding an Ad 
Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group on the conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction (UNGA Resolution 59/24). This apparently 
derived from one of the fourteen topics of focus which was of direct interest to our work (i.e. New 
sustainable uses of the oceans, including conservation and management of the biological 
diversity of the seabed in areas beyond national jurisdiction). We also provided written input on 
UNGA Resolution 59/25 regarding the issue of sustainable fisheries. Other topics of focus in the 
Consultative Process were either indirectly or not related to our work. 

As you are aware, CITES regulates commercial and non-commercial international trade in live 
and dead specimens (including parts and derivatives) of all animal and plant species that are 
listed in its Appendices. Some of these are marine species. For purposes of the Convention, 
‘trade’ means export, re-export, import and introduction from the sea (i.e. transportation into a 
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State of specimens of any species which were taken from the marine environment not under the 
jurisdiction of any State). 

Information and experience gathered under the Consultative Process could be usefully shared by 
the Division of Ocean Affairs and Law of the Sea in connection with ongoing efforts by CITES 
Parties to ensure the uniform understanding and implementation of Convention provisions related 
to introduction from the sea. Specifically, DOALOS may draw on the results of the Consultative 
Process when participating in the CITES Standing Committee’s Working Group on Introduction 
from the Sea. The need to link these two processes was noted by a member of the Standing 
Committee at its 57th meeting (SC57, Geneva, July 2008). 

Eighth round of informal consultations relating to the Straddling Fish Stocks Agreement (16-19 
March 2009) 

The CITES Secretariat is interested in and appreciates being invited to the above consultations, 
but it lacks the resources to participate.  

Information relevant to the implementation of paragraphs 83 to 90 of UNGA Resolution 63/105 

Paragraphs 83 to 90 of UNGA Resolution 63/105 primarily concern vulnerable marine ecosystems 
and bottom fishing activities. CITES does not deal directly with these matters, though they may be 
considered in national decision-making processes regarding the sustainability and legality of 
CITES specimens in international trade. 

 

Thank you for continuing to keep us apprised of developments which concern oceans and the law 
of the sea and for affording us an opportunity to contribute to the relevant review processes. We 
are glad to be working more closely with DOALOS on issues related to introduction from the sea 
and believe that such collaboration will help to ensure that our respective regimes are mutually 
supportive. 

 

  Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
  Marceil Yeater (Ms) 
  Chief, Legal Affairs and Trade Policy Unit 


